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The Sew it goes tote is a handy fold-up bag that you can 
use to hold everything you need for your English paper 
piecing, hand piecing, embroidery, or other projects that 
you want to take with you on the go. There are three clear 
gusseted zip pockets so you can pack thicker items, a long 
zip pouch for pens, a scissors pouch and needle landing, 
and an interior slip pocket to hold your pattern, ruler, mini 
cutting mat, or embroidery hoop. 

There is a separate mini design board that tucks into an 
exterior slip pocket that allows you to lay out your project 
while you work. You'll choose whether to finish your tote 
with a long strap so you can carry your tote like a purse, or 
a short strap so you can toss your tote in a larger bag.

Getting started
This pattern assumes that you have basic sewing and 
quilting knowledge. It does not provide directions for 
basic techniques.  

Throughout this pattern, I use the terms baste, topstitch, 
and finger press:

 � Basting is sewing components together within the 
seam allowance (usually about 1/8" from the edge) 
with a very long stitch length, about 5 mm (5 stitches 
per inch). The purpose is to tack the layers together 
to avoid shifting when you sew the final seams. 

 � Topstitching is sewing very close along the edge of a 
fold or a seam with a long stitch length, about  
3 to 4 mm (7 to 9 stitches per inch). 

 � Finger pressing is using your fingers and fingernails 
or a wooden seam press to open and flatten a seam. 
Do this when a seam involves vinyl.

Check out my latest patterns and other info at  
alittlecrispy.com or follow me on Instagram  
@CrispyKristin. For questions or comments, please 
contact me at kristin@alittlecrispy.com.

Fabric
You will need the fabrics listed in the table below. Fabrics 
can be quilting-weight or Home Dec. weight cotton or 
linen for most pieces. Zipper gussets should be a quilting-
weight cotton. The quantities below assume that you're 
using fabric that is 42" wide from selvage to selvage 
unless otherwise specified.

For all of the fabric quantities listed below, you will need 
more fabric than listed if you have a directional fabric or 
are fussy-cutting.

Sew it goes tote
a little crispy pattern 

Designed and sewn by Kristin Lawson.  
© Kristin Lawson 2015. All Rights Reserved.
Tote is approximately 10" x 10" when closed. 

Fabric Pieces Amount needed
Exterior D, E, H, I, AF 1/3 yard

Zipper facings and gussets K, L, M, R, S, T 1/3 yard

Interior accent and design board binding C, P, W, Z, AD 1/3 yard

Zipper pocket interiors N, U 1/4 yard

Bias-cut binding, borders, background, and straps F, G, J, O, Q, V, X, Y, AA, AB, 
AC, AE, AG, AH, AI, & strap

1 yard

Polyester Ultrasuede (such as Shannon Cuddle Suede; I used "Charcoal" 
and "White") or flannel for the design board (60" wide)

 A, B: (2) 81/4" squares 1/4 yard

Woven fusible interfacing (such as Pellon Shape-Flex SF101) (20" wide) 2 yards

Ultra heavy fusible stabilizer (Pellon Peltex 71F) (20" wide) (2) 81/4" squares 1/4  yard

Annie's Soft & Stable (18" wide) or Pellon Flex-Foam FF-77 (20" wide) (1) 101/2" x 231/2" 3/4 yard

Pellon 805 Wonder-Under or Steam-A-Seam II (17" wide) (1) 10" x 41/4", (1) 21/2" x 4" 1/4 yard

Vinyl (54" wide), 12 to 16 gauge (16 gauge is thicker than 12 gauge) (1) 8" x 6", (2) 5" x 23/4" 1/4 yard

Felted wool or polar fleece scrap 3" square
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Materials
You will need for this project: 

 � Standard sewing supplies such as a sewing machine, 
thread, iron, Hera marker or air soluble marking pen,  
Clover Wonder Clips, rotary cutter and rulers.

 � Fabric basting glue such as Roxanne Glue Baste-it. 

 � Four zippers: two 6" and two 9" plastic-toothed 
zippers. Zippers can be longer and trimmed to size.

 � 3" of 1/4" elastic.

 � Fine weight threads that match your design board, 
gussets, strap, and binding fabric(s).

 � One 1" swivel hook, one 1" D-ring, and two 1" 
rectangular rings. Also, if you're making a cross-body 
or shoulder strap,  one 1" adjustable strap slider.

Cut your fabrics
All measurements include seam allowances. 

There are six components to this tote: Mini design board, 
Exterior panels A and B, Interior panels A and B, and the 
Interior flap. The set of pieces for each component is 
listed in a separate table on the next page. Keep the cut 
pieces grouped together in piles corresponding to each 
component to avoid confusion. 

All measurements are Width x Height. So, for example, 
if you're fussy cutting the fabric that shows through the 
vinyl windows, the zipper runs along the width of the 
pocket. All fabric pieces are labelled in the table with a 
letter or a double letter, which corresponds to the letter 
in the finished tote illustration on this page. This will help 
you decide which fabrics go where.

A/B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J

Kb
Kt

L

M

N

O
P

Q

R

S

T

U

V

W

X

Y

Z

AA

AB

AB

AC

AD
AE AF (Inside)

AG

AH

AI

AG

Short strap 
option

Long strap 
option
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If your vinyl is wrinkled, place it between sheets of copy 
paper and iron it very briefly (1 second) with no steam on 
a low setting. Don't over-iron or the vinyl will melt.

For the Exterior pieces, if you have a directional fabric 
that needs to be upright on the front and the back, cut the 
“Directional fabric” pieces. If you have a non-directional 
fabric, cut the “Non-directional fabric” pieces.

If you're using quilting weight fabrics, before you 
cut your fabric, you'll need to fuse woven fusible 
interfacing to the wrong side of several of the pieces 
listed below. Pieces that need interfacing are 
marked with a * after the number in the “Number 
of pieces” column. This step is not listed in the 
assembly instructions. If you are using Home Dec 
weight fabrics you don't need to add interfacing.

Mini design board
Number  
of pieces

Size

A Front 1* 81/4" x 81/4"

B Back 1* 81/4" x 81/4"

Ultra heavy fusible stabilizer 2 81/4" x 81/4"

C Binding (bias or straight cut) 1 11/2"x 321/2"

Exterior A
Number  
of pieces

Size

Directional fabric [* after piecing D + E together]

D Front 1 10" x 91/4"

E Back 1 10" x 83/4"

Non-directional fabric

DE Front and Back 1* 10" x 171/2"

F Binding/pocket front lining 1 10" x 101/2"

G Swivel hook strap 1 2" x 21"

Exterior B
Number  
of pieces

Size

Directional fabric [* after piecing H + I together]

H Slip pocket back lining 1 10"x 101/2"

I Front flap 1 10"x 41/2"

Non-directional fabric

HI Slip pocket back lining 
+ front flap

1* 10" x 141/2"

J D-ring strap 1 2" x 11" 

Interior A (single zip)
Number  
of pieces

Size

Kt Zipper facing: Top 2 8" x 1"

Kb Zipper facing: Bottom 2 8" x 7/8"

Vinyl 1 8" x 6"

L Side gussets 4 21/4" x 71/2"

Interior A (single zip)
Number  
of pieces

Size

M Bottom gussets 2 9" x 21/4"

N Zipper pocket back lining** 1* 9" x 8"

O Slip pocket front lining/
binding

1 9" x 91/2"

P Slip pocket back 1* 9" x 9"

Q Bottom border 1 9" x 11/2"

Interior B (double zip)
Number  
of pieces

Size

R Zipper facing: Top/bottom 8 5" x 7/8"

S Side gussets 8 2" x 4"

T Bottom gusset 4 6" x 2"

Vinyl 2 5" x 23/4"

U Zipper pocket back lining** 2* 6" x 41/2"

V Zipper pocket border 1 6" x 3/4"

W Scissors pocket exterior 1 4" x 41/4"

X Scissor pocket binding/lining 1 4" x 51/2"

Y Scissors pocket backing 1* 3" x 9"

Z Needle landing flap 1 23/4" x 5"

Needle landing (cut from felt 
or fleece)

1 21/8" x 21/4"

AA Scissors panel right border 1 1" x 9"

AB Top/bottom borders 2 9" x 11/2"

Interior flap
Number  
of pieces

Size

AC Top border 1 10" x 1"

AD Accent/zipper facing 1 10" x 21/4"

AE Bottom border 1 10" x 21/4"

AF Pocket lining 1 + 1* 10" x 41/2"

Finishing
Number  
of pieces

Size

AG Rectangular ring straps 2 2" x 31/2"

AH Side borders (these go 
across Interior A and B)

2 11/2" x 19"

Scissor pocket insert (cut 
from any fabric scrap)

1* 21/2" x 4"

AI Binding: cut diagonally/on 
the bias

1 11/4" x 72"

Choose one strap length:

Long cross-body strap 1* 4" x 52"

Long shoulder strap 1* 4" x 37"

Short hand strap 1* 4" x 10"

**If you are fussy cutting the pockets, cut them out when 
the zipper panel front is done and use it as a template. 
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Sew the mini design 
board
First you'll quilt, then you'll bind your mini design board. 
Use the pieces from the “Mini Design Board” cutting table. 
The finished size of the mini design board is 8" x 8".

Quilt your mini design board

1  Fuse one piece of ultra heavy fusible stabilizer to the 
wrong side of each of the Front (A) and Back (B).

2  Mark your quilting lines: with a ruler and Hera or air-
soluble marker, mark a cross-hatch or other pattern 
on either the Front or the Back piece (whichever is 
lighter is easiest). The design board shown on the 
cover has diamond quilting lines, which were marked 
using the 30 degree lines found on many quilting 
rulers:

a  Line up the 30 degree line with the left edge 
of the fabric, and then mark a line across the 
fabric. 

30
                  Hera Marker

b  Move the ruler over so that the line you just 
marked falls on the 1" line of your ruler, and 
mark another line. 

                  Hera Marker

30

c  Continue in this way in both 
directions from your original 
marked line until you have a 
series of lines 1" apart angled 
in one direction across the 
Front piece.

d  To make the opposing lines, line up the other 
30 degree line with the left edge. Mark a line, 
and move the ruler over 1" as for the previous 
direction. Continue marking lines in this way 
until the entire surface has a diamond pattern 
on it.

30

                  Hera Marker

5  Layer the Front and Back pieces, wrong/stabilizer 
sides together. Glue baste or clip the layers together.

6  Lengthen your stitch length to at least 3 mm  
(7 stitches per inch), and quilt across one of the 
marked lines near the center from edge to edge. 

7  Quilt the remaining marked lines. Move from 
the center outward, and do all of the lines in one 
direction before moving to the other direction.
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Bind your design board
You'll bind your design board with a single-fold binding. 
A single-fold binding is a little easier to apply to a small 
piece and it is much less bulky. The instructions below 
have you finish the binding by machine as it is fairly 
difficult to hand stitch through the design board.

1  Trim your design board layers so they are all exactly 
8" x 8". 

2  Place the short ends of your binding (C) right sides 
together and stitch them together with a matching 
thread and short stitch length (1.8 mm, or about  
17 stitches per inch). Be careful not to form a twist 
in your binding loop.

3  Attach your binding loop to the side of your design 
board that more closely matches the lightness of 
the binding with a 1/4" seam, mitering the corners as 
follows:

a  Line up the seam of the binding with the lower 
left edge of the design board, and start sewing 
your binding to the design board with a 1/4" 
seam a couple of inches after the seam. You'll 
sew over the seam in the binding right at the 
end of attaching the binding in case you need 
to adjust the length.

Stop stitching 1/4" from the first corner. Lift 
your presser foot, pivot your design board, and 
stitch diagonally into the corner and off the 
edge. Cut your threads and remove the design 
board from the machine.

b  Fold the binding to the left, away from the left 
edge, making a crease at a 45 degree angle 
with the corner. This crease is made easier by 
the 45 degree angle stitches you did when you 
sewed off the edge. Press this line with your 
fingers or an iron.

c  Fold the binding over and back to the right, 
making a vertical crease that lines up with the 
left side raw edge as shown below. Line up the 
next few inches of your binding with the top 
edge of the design board, and start sewing off 
the edge in the corner.

d  Repeat for the other edges and corners until 
you have the binding completely attached. 
When sewing the last side, make sure to keep 
the binding distributed evenly  so that you 
don't get a pucker at the end of the seam.
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5  Press the binding out all the way around with your 
iron set to Polyester. Be careful not to melt the 
Utrasuede on either side. Flip the design board over.

6  Optional: Press the binding so that the raw edge 
is folded over to meet the raw edge of the design 
board as much as possible with an iron (you won't 
quite be able to do this in the corners).

7  Wrap the binding around the raw edge of the design 
board, folding as you go if you skipped step 6, and 
glue baste or clip it in place. Make sure that the 
folded edge of the binding extends past the stitching 
line that is securing the binding to the design board. 

8  Miter the corners: As you work towards a corner, 
first fold the next edge up, then come back and fold 
the current edge up and over. Fiddle with the folds a 
bit until you get a nice, neat miter in the corner. Glue 
baste or clip the miter in place.

First
Second

9  Thread your machine with a fine thread (Aurifil 50 
weight, or another thread that is 50 or 60 weight) 
that very closely matches your binding in the spool, 
and closely matches the backing fabric in the bobbin.

Topstitch the binding down with a long stitch length 
very close to the edge of the binding. Go very, very 
slowly and make sure that your stitching is straight 
and even. 

Finish the topstitching around all four sides. Set the 
design board aside for now. The design board will 
tuck into the Exterior slip pocket when the tote is 
complete.
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Sew the Exterior
In this section, you'll sew your Exterior A and B panels 
and finish your Exterior. Use pieces from the “Exterior A” 
and “Exterior B” cutting tables. The finished Exterior is 
10" wide x 23" high.

Sew the Exterior panels together
If you have a directional fabric, you first need to assemble 
your Exterior pieces. If you have non-directional fabric, 
skip to the next section, Sew the decorative strap pieces.

1  Exterior A: match bottom raw edges of the Front 
(D) and Back (E), right sides together. Sew and press 
the seam open. Fuse fusible woven interfacing to the 
wrong side. Call this piece DE.

Front (D)
Back (E) This side up

This side up

2  Exterior B: match top raw edges of the Slip Pocket 
Back Lining (H) and the Front Flap (I), right sides 
together. Sew and press open. Fuse fusible woven 
interfacing to the wrong side. Call this piece HI.

Pocket Back (H)
This side up

This side up
Front Flap (I)

Sew the decorative strap pieces
You need two decorative strap pieces, one for the Swivel 
hook (G) (2" x 21") that gets sewn to Exterior A, and one 
for the D-ring (J) (2" x 11") that gets sewn to Exterior B. 

1  On the wrong side of the straps, mark a lengthwise 
center line.

G

J

2  Fold both long edges of both straps to the center 
line and press. With a Hera or air-soluble marker, 
mark a line across the Swivel Hook Strap 53/4" from 
one end on the right side of the strap. Also mark a 
line across the D-ring Strap 11/2" from one end on the 
right side of the strap.

D-ring

Swivel hook

1½"5¾"

3  Line up the short raw edge of the Swivel Hook Strap 
(G) that is closest to the line you marked in step 2 
with the top edge of the right side of the Exterior 
A piece (DE) [Exterior A Front (D), if you're using 
directional fabrics], centering the strap side to side. 
Glue baste the part of the strap between the line 
and the top edge in place.

Partially topstitch the strap to the Exterior A piece: 
start at the top, sew down one side to the 53/4" mark, 
sew on the marked line to the other side of the strap, 
and then sew back up the other side to the top raw 
edge again.

Front TopBack Top DE

G

4  Slide the swivel hook onto the loose end of the 
strap, and position the lower bar of the hook 1" from 
where the stitching is tacking down the strap. Fold 
this 1" of strap up towards the top raw edge and 
glue baste in place. Glue baste the rest of the strap 
in place.

1"

          

1"
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5  Topstitch the remaining length of the strap to the 
Exterior A piece: start at the bottom raw edge and 
sew up one side, create a box stitch (illustrated 
below) as close to the swivel hook as possible, and 
then topstitch back down the other side of the strap.  
You might find that topstitching with a zipper foot 
helps you get closer to the swivel hook.

Start End

Trim off any extra strap that is 
extending past the bottom edge of 
the Exterior A piece and press the 
entire panel to flatten the strap 
and set the stitching.

6  Line up the short raw edge of the D-ring strap that 
is closest to the marked line with the top edge of the 
right side of the Exterior B piece (HI) (bottom of the 
Front Flap (I) if using directional fabrics), centering 
the strap side to side. Glue the section of the strap 
between the line and the top edge in place. Topstitch 
the strap: start at the raw edge, sew down the side 
to the 11/2" mark, sew on the marked line to the other 
side, and then sew back up the other side to the raw 
edge again.

Bottom of Front Flap

HI

J

7  Slide the D-ring onto the loose end of the strap, and 
position it 1" from where the stitching is tacking 
down the strap. Fold this 1" of strap up towards the 
top raw edge and glue it in place. Glue the rest of the 
strap in place.

1"

8  Topstitch the remaining length of the strap to the 
Exterior B piece: start at the bottom raw edge and 
sew up one side, create a box stitch as close to the 
D-ring as possible, and then topstitch back down the 
other side of the strap. Press the entire panel well to 
flatten the strap and set the stitching.

Assemble the Exterior

1  Line up the bottom edge of the Exterior A panel 
(DE) with the matching raw edge of the Binding/
Pocket Front Lining (F), right sides together. Sew 
across with a 3/8" seam.

Bottom of Exterior A

F DE

2  Wrap the Binding/Pocket Front Lining piece (F) up 
and around to the back of the Exterior A piece so 
that they are wrong sides together and the seam 
allowance is pressed towards the bottom of  
Exterior A. The Binding/Pocket Front Lining piece 
will form a 3/8" “binding” where it wraps around the 
seam allowance. Press. 

F
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3  Layer the Exterior A piece on top of the Exterior 
B piece. Offset the bound edge of the Exterior A 
piece 51/2" inches down from the top of the Exterior 
B piece. Baste the pieces together along the long 
edges. 

Mark a line with a Hera or air soluble marker 83/4" 
from the top of the bound edge of Exterior A piece. 
Stitch across the width of the Exterior A and B 
pieces through all the layers, or at the seam between 
the Front and Back pieces if using directional 
fabrics. This seals the bottom of the back slip pocket.

8¾"5½"

4  Using a marking pen and a 14-ounce can of food or 
a circle with a 3" diameter as a guide, mark curves 
on all four outer corners. Cut out the curves. Set this 
Exterior panel aside for now.

Sew the Interior A 
panel
In this section, you'll sew your Interior A panel. Use 
pieces from the “Interior A” cutting table. The finished 
panel before it is sewn to other components is 10" wide x 
91/2" high.

Sew the zipper facing
In this section, you might find that using a zipper foot on 
your machine is helpful.

1  Trim one of your longer zippers to 8". Be very careful 
that the zipper pull is not on the incorrect side of 
your cut and is not so close to the edge that it comes 
off the trimmed zipper. Try to cut it so that the metal 
zipper stops are not within 1/2" of the cut edge.

2  Make a zipper sandwich: Place this zipper right side 
up on top of a Top Zipper Facing (Kt), also right side 
up, with the zipper pull to the left when it's closed. 
Place the other Top Zipper Facing right side down 
on top of the zipper with all three top raw edges 
aligned. Glue baste and then sew the three layers 
with a 1/4" seam. Stop partway through the seam to 
move the zipper pull out of the way.

Kt

Kt

3  Carefully finger press, then press the two top Zipper 
Facings away from the zipper. Topstitch if desired.

4  Place the Vinyl rectangle and one of the Bottom 
Zipper Facings (Kb) right sides together and top 
edges aligned. Sew together. Finger press the seam 
up towards the Bottom Zipper Facing.

Kb
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5  Similarly to step 2, make another zipper sandwich: 
start with the non-Vinyl Bottom Zipper Facing (Kb), 
right side up, then on top of that place the zipper, 
right side up, and then finally on top place the Vinyl/
Bottom Zipper Facing component (Kb), right side 
down. 

Align the bottom long raw edges of each of these as 
illustrated below, glue baste, and sew together. Stop 
partway through the seam to move the zipper pull 
out of the way. 

Finger press the Facings away from the zipper, using 
your fingernail or a wooden seam press to make the 
seam very flat. Topstitch if desired.

Bottom Zipper Facing (Kb), right side up

Zipper + Top Facings, right side up

Bottom Zipper Facing + Vinyl,
right side down

Finish the vinyl window and 
gussets

1  Flip the zipper panel over so that the zipper is facing 
down. Fold only the back Bottom Zipper Facing (Kb) 
up and away from the lower edge. 

Kb

2  Fold the bottom raw edge under a tiny bit more than 
1/4" and smooth it back down. The back Zipper Facing 
should no longer show through the vinyl window on 
the right side. (The Top Zipper Facing is grayed out 
in the top image for clarity)

3  Flip the whole component over again, and topstitch 
along the bottom edge of the front Bottom Zipper 
Facing. Try to make sure that you catch the folded 
edge of the back Zipper Facing in the topstitching. 
If you don't catch it all the way along, add a second 
row of topstitching right above the first.

4  Add the Side Gussets: Layer one Side Gusset (L) on 
either side of the side of the vinyl , right sides facing 
the vinyl and clip in place. Sew the three pieces 
together.

L
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5  Open the Side Gussets away from the vinyl and use 
your fingernail to press the gusset seams flat.

6  Making sure both long raw edges of the gussets are 
aligned, fold the long raw edge of both gusset pieces 
towards the front.

7  Align the edge of the gussets 1/4" past the seam line 
between the vinyl and the gussets. Press this fold 
well and topstitch along the folded edge.

¼"

8  Wrap both the raw and topstitched edges of the 
Gussets around the edge of the vinyl to the back.  
Use the outer edge of the vinyl as the fold line—do 
not fold the vinyl itself. This will form a narrow fabric 
frame at the side of the vinyl.

This step is a little tricky to visualize, so the 
illustration below shows a simplified version of how 
the Gussets wrap around the Vinyl, with views from 
the front and from the bottom edge of the Vinyl.

Vinyl 

Back of Vinyl 

Front of Vinyl 

Front Gusset

Back
Gusset

Front view 

Bottom edge view 

Topstitched fold from step 7

Topstitched fold
from step 7

Back Gusset

Front Gusset

Topstitch along the edge of the fold. You don't need 
to pull hard on the gusset to keep it wrapped tightly 
around to the back.
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9  Fold only the raw edge of the gusset back out. Keep 
the fold that you topstitched in step 7 folded flat 
neatly behind the vinyl. You should be able to see a 
sliver of the topstitched edge showing to the left of 
the Gusset when you look through the front of the 
vinyl. Again, below is a simplified illustration of this 
step for clarity.

Vinyl 

Back of Vinyl 

Front of Vinyl 

Front
Gusset

Back
Gusset

Front view 

Bottom edge view 

Topstitched fold
from step 7

Topstitched fold
from step 7 Back Gusset

Front Gusset

Trim the raw edge of the gusset 3/8" from the edge of 
the gusset fold. Because of the bulk you might find it 
easiest to mark the cutting line and then cut it.

3⁄8"

10 Add the second set of Side Gussets (L) and then 
the Bottom Gussets (M) in the same way. Call 
this component the Zipper Pocket component.

L

M

Sew the slip pocket and finish the 
Interior A panel

1  Layer the Zipper Pocket component right side up 
on top of the Zipper Pocket Back Lining (N), also 
right side up. Place the Slip Pocket Front Lining/
Binding (O), right side down, on top of these two 
components, aligning the top raw edges of all three 
pieces. Sew across the top with a 3/8" seam.

Zipper Pocket Back Lining (N), right side up
Zipper Pocket component, right side up

Slip Pocket Front Lining/Binding (O), 
right side down
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2  Flip the Slip Pocket Front Lining/Binding piece 
(O) up and back around to the back of the Zipper 
Pocket Back Lining (N), so they are now wrong sides 
together and the seam allowance is pressed up. 
The Slip Pocket Front Lining/Binding will form a 3/8" 
“binding” at the top where it wraps over the seam 
allowance. Press the top fold. 

O

3  Layer this component on top of the Slip Pocket Back 
(P), with side and bottom raw edges aligned. Baste 
all of the pieces together along the sides and bottom 
edges. If things are getting shifty, try glue basting 
the layers together before sewing.

P

4  Glue baste and then sew the Bottom Border (Q) 
onto the bottom edge of the component from step 
3. Press. Trim this panel to be exactly 91/2" high by 
trimming off the extra from the bottom border.

Q

Sew the Interior B 
panel
In this section, you'll sew the Interior B panel. Use pieces 
from the “Interior B” cutting table. The finished panel 
measures 10" wide x 10" high before it is sewn to the 
other components.

1  Trim your two shorter zippers to 5" and continue 
with the steps in Sew the zipper facing starting on 
page 10. Sew two Zipper Facing components.

2  Repeat the steps in the Finish the vinyl window and 
gussets starting on page 11 to finish the vinyl 
windows and add side and bottom gussets to the 
two Zipper Pockets.

R

R

S S

T

3  Lay each Zipper Pocket component right side up on 
top of the Zipper Pocket Back Lining (U) and baste 
them together around all four sides. If the layers are 
shifting, glue baste the layers before stitching.

Zipper pocket back lining (U), right side up

4  Glue baste and then sew the Zipper Pocket Border 
(V) between the two Zipper Pocket components. 
Finger press and set this component aside for now.

V
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Sew the scissors pocket

1  Trim your Scissors Pocket Exterior (W) as illustrated 
below.

½" ½"

W

2  Place your Scissors Pocket Exterior (W) right sides 
together with the Scissor Pocket Binding/Lining (X), 
top edges aligned, and sew across with a 3/8" seam.

W

X

3  Press the seam towards the Scissor Pocket Binding/
Lining (X) and flip the Scissor Pocket Binding/
Lining (X) up and around behind the Scissors Pocket 
Exterior (W) so they are wrong sides together. The 
Binding/Lining will form a 3/8" “binding” where it 
wraps over the seam allowance. Trim the sides and 
bottom of the Scissor Pocket Binding/Lining (X) so it 
is even with the Scissors Pocket Exterior (W).

4  Topstitch across the pocket on the seam line 
between the binding and the pocket to create a 
channel for the elastic.

5  Insert a 3" piece of 1/4" elastic into the binding using a 
safety pin or bodkin.

6  Pull the elastic through just until the tail end of the 
elastic is lined up with the right edge of the pocket. 
Stitch back and forth a few times 1/8" from the edge 
of the pocket to secure the elastic in place.

7  Pull the loose end of the elastic a little more until the 
end is lined up with the left edge of the pocket. Pin it 
in place and stitch back and forth a few times about  
1/8" from the edge to secure it in place.

8  Layer the pocket, right side up, on top of the Scissors 
Pocket Backing (Y), also right side up, aligning side 
and bottom edges. Baste around the sides and 
bottom of the pocket.

Y
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Sew the Needle Landing 

1  
Z

Fold the Needle Landing Flap (Z) in 
half widthwise, right sides together, 
so that it is 27/8" x 21/2". Stitch the side 
seams.

2  Turn the Needle Landing Flap right 
sides out and press well. Topstitch 
around the side and bottom edges.

3  Layer the Needle Landing on top of the Scissors 
Pocket Backing (Y), top edges aligned and centered 
left to right. Layer the Needle Landing Flap (Z) on 
top of the Needle Landing. Baste these three pieces 
together along the top edge only.

Needle 
landing

4  Glue baste and then sew the Scissors Panel Right 
Border (AA) to the right side of the Scissors Pocket 
Backing as shown below. Press.

AA

Assemble the Interior B panel

1  Glue baste and then sew the Scissors Panel Right 
Border (AA) to the Zipper Pocket components as 
shown below.

2  Glue baste and then sew the Top and Bottom 
Borders (AB) to the Scissors/Zipper Pocket panel. 
Trim this panel to be exactly 10" high by trimming off 
equal amounts from the Top and Bottom borders.

AB

AB
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Sew the Interior Flap
In this section, you'll sew the Interior Flap component. 
Use pieces from the “Interior Flap” cutting table. The 
finished panel measures 10" wide x 41/2" high before it is 
sewn to the other components.

1  Sew together the Top Border (AC), Accent/Zipper 
Facing (AD), and Bottom Border (AE). Press 
the seams open. Fuse a layer of woven fusible 
interfacing to the wrong side.

AC

AD

AE

2  Mark a zipper box in the center of the Accent/
Zipper Facing (AD): draw a rectangle on the wrong 
side with a marking pen set 5/8" down from the top 
seam, 5/8" up from the bottom seam, and set in 1" 
from each side. Draw a line down the center of this 
rectangle to 1/2" from each side of the rectangle, and 
then draw diagonal lines to each corner from the 
center line.

1" 1"5⁄8"

5⁄8"

3  Place the step 2 component right sides together 
with the non-interfaced Pocket Lining piece (AF), 
lining up the raw edges all the way around. Stitch 
around the marked rectangle on the line with a very 
short stitch length, such as 1.6 to 1.8 mm (about 15 
stitches per inch).

AF

4  Cut on the center line and the diagonal corner lines. 
Cut all the way into the corners, but be very careful 
not to cut through the lines of stitching.

5  Fold and push the Pocket Lining through the newly-
made hole, and flatten it so that the front panel and 
Pocket Lining are now wrong sides together, with all 
edges aligned. Fiddle with and press the seam at the 
rectangular hole until it is flat and even.

6  Place your longest zipper right side up on a table, 
with the zipper closed and the zipper pull towards 
the left. Place the step 5 panel on top of the zipper 
with the Accent side facing up. Center the zipper top 
to bottom in the rectangular hole. Place the zipper 
pull at the very left edge of the hole. 

Make sure that the metal zipper stops (at the top 
and bottom of the zipper) are not close to the 
rectangular hole so that you don't accidentally hit 
them with your needle when sewing the zipper. 
Open or close your zipper a bit if you need to shift 
the stops out of the way.

Mark and trim the zipper to about 3/8" from each end 
of the hole. Carefully burn the ends with matches or 
a lighter so they don't fray.

Place the zipper back in the hole and glue baste the 
zipper in place. I strongly recommend using basting 
glue, but you can also use strips of masking tape or 
painter's tape to keep the zipper from shifting if you 
don't have glue. 
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Topstitch around the edge of the rectangle, close 
to the edge, with a long stitch length. Remove 
the masking tape if you used it. Layer the step 
6 component zipper front side up on top of the 
interfaced Pocket Lining piece (AF), also right side 
up. Baste around all four edges to secure the layers 
together.

Interfaced Flap Pocket lining (AF), right side up

Finish the Interior
In this section, you'll finish sewing together the interior 
panels and add square rings for the strap.

1  Sew the Interior A and Interior B panels together. 
Finger press. Glue baste and add the Side Borders 
(AH) as shown below. Trim this panel to be exactly 
10" wide by trimming off equal amounts from the 
left and right sides.

AHAH

2  Sew the Top Flap panel to the top of the Interior 
B panel. Press, being very careful not to melt the 
nearby vinyl.

3  Using a 14-ounce can of food, or a circle with a 3" 
diameter, mark curved corners on all four outer 
corners. Cut out the curves.
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4  Cut one piece of Wonder-Under to the same size as 
the Scissor Pocket Insert and place it on the back, 
touching the interfacing. Fold the Scissor Pocket 
Insert in half widthwise, right sides together, so 
that it measures 21/2" x 2". Insert it into the pocket 
and push it all the to the bottom so the fold is at the 
bottom seam. Fuse it in place, being very careful 
not to melt any vinyl. This insert helps protect your 
pocket from your pointy scissor ends.

Sew the rectangular 
ring holders and strap
In this section, you'll make two rectangular ring holders 
and your strap.

1  On both Rectangular Ring Straps (AG), mark the 
center lengthwise line. Then fold your long edges to 
the center and press. 

AG

  

2  Slide a rectangular ring onto the strip and fold the 
strip in half. Glue or pin. Starting at one of the raw 
edges, topstitch towards the rectangular ring, sew 
a box stitch (see page 9) as close to the ring as 
possible, and then sew down the opposite side. Set 
these aside for now.

 

3  Fold your strap in half lengthwise and press.

4  Open. Fold both of the short edges of the fabric up 
1/4" and press. 

5  Fold both long edges to the center crease and press.

6  Fold lengthwise along the center again and press.

7  Topstitch down both long edges of the strap. You can 
add second or third rows of stitching if you'd like.

Finish your tote
In this section, you'll sew the interior and exterior 
components together, bind your tote, and add your strap.

Sew the Exterior and Interior 
together
You might find your walking foot helpful for the sewing in 
steps 1 through 4.

1  Lay your Interior panel on top of the foam 
interfacing. The foam interfacing will extend past all 
the outer edges. Stitch the two pieces together by 
stitching along the seam line between the Interior A 
and Interior B panels and the seam line between the 
Interior B and Top Flap panels.

Interior BInterior A Top Flap

2  Baste the Interior panel to the foam all the way 
around the outer edge and then trim the foam even 
with the Interior panel. Flip the panel over so that 
the foam is facing up.

3  Cut a piece of Wonder-Under to the exact size 
of the Top Flap panel. Position it on the foam 
interfacing at the Top Flap end. Place the Exterior 
panel on top of the Wonder-Under and the foam, 
making sure that you position the D-ring end at the 
same end as the  Interior Top Flap panel. 

Carefully fuse only the Top Flap area of the Exterior 
Panel to the foam interfacing without putting the 
iron near the middle two panels. Don't hold the iron 
too long in one place or you'll melt the zipper on 
the Interior Top Flap panel. Don't attempt to fuse 
Wonder-Under to the other two Exterior panels or 
you will warp the vinyl windows on the other side. 
The other two panels don't need fusing as they will 
stay taut when the tote is folded and closed.
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4  Baste the Exterior panel to the Interior panel/foam 
all the way around the outer edges.

5  If you're making a short strap, trim 1/2" off of the raw 
end of the Rectangular Ring Straps. Then, feed each 
end of the strap through the rectangular rings. Fold 
the strap ends over about an inch and pin.  

Lay the strap and rectangular 
ring straps across the width of 
the tote to see if you're happy 
with the length of the strap as 
shown in the illustration in 
step 6. The strap will be a little 
loose, but if you prefer it 
tighter you can fold the strap 
ends over more or less.  Sew a 

box stitch on both of the ends to secure the strap in 
place.

If you're making a long strap, you'll attach it after 
attaching the binding.

6  Place the Rectangular Ring Straps onto the Interior 
panel if you're adding a long strap, or to the Exterior 
panel if you're adding a short strap. Position the 
Rectangular Ring Straps 33/4" down from the top of 
the panel. Baste the straps to the panel along the 
raw edge.

Long strap: 
Rectangular ring placement

Short strap: 
Rectangular ring placement

3¾"

Bind your tote

1  Use a single-fold bias-cut binding (AI) to bind the 
raw edge all the way around the tote. Follow the 
procedure illustrated in the Binding your design 
board section, but not sewing your ends together 
before you begin. 

Because the corners around the edges are rounded, 
you will not need to miter any corners. The bias 
binding will wrap nicely around the curve. Apply the 
binding first to the Interior panel, and then wrap it 
around and stitch it to the Exterior. 

2  When you get close to the end of your binding, trim 
both ends at about a 45 degree angle so that they 
overlap by 1/2".

½" overlap

3  Bend both ends up, and place them right sides 
together. Offset the ends so that a triangle nub 
sticks out from both sides. The notch created below 
the triangle should be 1/4" from the raw edge. Sew 
between the notches created by the tiny triangles. 
Press the seam open and finish attaching the 
binding.

4  Finish this binding by hand or machine with a thread 
that closely matches the binding.
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Finish your long strap

1  Feed one end of the strap through one side of the 
strap slider (back to front if the strap slider has a 
right/wrong side), and then back down through the 
other side. Overlap the short end approximately 
1" over the long end, and secure the end with a box 
stitch.

2  Feed the loose end of the strap through one of the  
rectangular rings from inside to out. Then feed the 
end from back to front through the side of the strap 
slider that is closest to the rectangular ring. Feed the 
loose end back down through the other side of the 
strap slider. Be careful not to twist the strap. 

3  Feed the long end of the strap through the second 
square ring on the tote from outside to in. Overlap 
the loose end of the strap approximately 1" with the 
rest of the strap and secure the end with a box stitch. 
Again, be careful not to twist the strap.

4  Optional: Pinch the rectangular ring straps from 
above and stitch across the middle to reduce the 
width when the tote is closed.

And you're done! Enjoy sewing on the go!


