ID Badge holder

a little crispy
#119

Cutting
All measurements include ¼" seam allowances.

Cut out your fabric as listed in the
tables below. First choose between a
short and long badge holder, and then
choose one of the four options for
the Front: plain, strip of star blocks,
embroidered, or decorative ribbon.

      
strap, and whether to bind your badge
         
The zipper opening at the back
is 31/4       
phone that is up to 3" wide and
41/2" tall (71/2" tall for the long
badge holder).

Cutting: Front piece
Cut only the pieces for your chosen
Front style and length. The # column
lists the number of pieces to cut of
that size.

#

Size

Ribbon

1 11/2  

Top strip

1 23/4  

Bottom strip (short)
Bottom strip (long)

1 33/4  
1 33/4  

Cutting: main pieces
Cut only the pieces for your chosen
badge holder length.
Short

#

Size

Back

1   

Lining (front & back)

2   

Binding (if using)

1 11/4  

Fusible interfacing

2 4 1/2  1/2"

! $

2 4 1/2  1/2"

Vinyl

2   

Long

#

Back

1   
1 %  

Lining (front & back)

2   

Binding (if using)

1 11/4  '*

Size

Plain

#

Short

1   

Fusible interfacing

2 4 1/2  1/2"

Long

1   

! $

2 4 1/2  1/2"

Vinyl

1   +
2   

Strip of mini star blocks #

Size

Decorative ribbon

Size

Strip of blocks

1 11/2  

Top border

1

Bottom border (short)
Bottom border (long)

1 41/4  
1 41/4  

Embroidered

#

Embroidered strip

/4  

3

Cutting: strap + pen loop
Cut only the pieces for your chosen
    
Finishing pieces (for
all variations)

#

1 11/2  

Double neck strap

1 '  '

Inner border

2

3

Top border

1

3

Bottom border (short)
Bottom border (long)

1 41/4  
1 41/4  

Lanyard: one fabric
Lanyard: two fabrics
Lanyard D-ring loop

1 21/2  '
2 15/8  '
1 11/2  

Pen loop elastic:
05 
6   

1 21/2"
1 2"

2|

Size

/4  
/4  

Size

Sewing your blocks

Make three mini star blocks as
follows:

Throughout this pattern, I use the
terms baste and topstitch:

1

Cut (24) 1" squares from neutral
backgrounds. Cut (3) 1" squares
from colorful prints or solids
for star centers, and cut (24)
3
/4" squares from colorful prints
or solids for star points. Avoid
choosing prints with white or light
backgrounds as you won't see the
stars as well.

2

Layer one 3/4" colorful square in the
corner of a 1" neutral square, right
sides together as shown below.

3

Stitch across the print square on
the diagonal as shown below. Trim
AA 
 5 A! ! 
1
/4" away from the seam. Press the
print triangle out.

4

Repeat steps 2 and 3 using
another color/print in the adjacent
corner as shown below. Make 12
of these components.

Basting is sewing components
together within the seam allowance
(usually about 1/8" from the edge) with
a long stitch length, about 5 mm
(5 stitches per inch or fewer). The
purpose is to tack the layers together
to avoid shifting when you sew the
  9
Topstitching is sewing very close
along the edge of a seam or fold with
a long stitch length, about 3 to 4 mm
;+   
    < =  
is to tack down and secure the layers.

Sewing your badge
holder Front
All seam allowances are ¼".
=      9!  
Front piece. If you are making a plain
       >    
section, “Sewing your badge holder
Back + windows”.

Mini star block front
For these tiny blocks, consider
reducing your stitch length to about
%@% 99 ;!  % 
 
inch). Your blocks will appear neater
and the stitches will show less. You
can make three mini star blocks as
described below or any three 11/2"
; < ! > =  A ! >
before it is sewn into the Front piece
measures 11/2  
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5

Arrange four of the Step 4
components with four 1" neutral
squares and one 1" colorful square
as shown below. Sew the pieces
together into rows, press, and then
sew the rows together. Press.

6

Make three of these blocks and
sew them together into a row as
shown below. Press.

7

Sew the top and bottom border
pieces to the top and bottom of
this strip. Press.

4|

Embroidery panel front
Prepare your embroidery
panel front as follows:

1

Cut a piece of
cotton fabric large
 5   
a small embroidery
hoop.

2

Use either the
$    9
given to the left
or your own
embroidery pattern.
You are aiming for
an embroidery motif
that will be about 3/4"
to 1" high and about
41/2" wide. Tape your
template and your
cotton fabric to a
sunny window and
trace the design
with a water soluble
marking pen.

3
4

Embroider your panel.

5

Add the inner, top, and bottom
borders to your panel as shown
below. Press.

Carefully centering the
embroidered design, cut out your
panel to
11/2 5    

Ribbon-embellished front
Sew the ribbon-embellished front as
follows:

1

Sew the Front top and bottom
pieces together to make a Front
         
Press.

Sewing your badge
holder Back +
windows
Now that your Front piece is
assembled, you can sew your badge
holder together.

Add the Back zipper
In this section, you'll add a zipper to
your Back piece. The process is the
same for the short or long badge
holder.

2

Cut a length of ribbon 5" long,
taking care to center the ribbon
design if you'd like.

3

Place the ribbon right side up on
the Front piece, which should also
be right side up, about 3/4" down
from the top. Optional: baste the
ribbon in place with washable
school glue, fabric glue, or Wonder
Under.

4

Stitch the ribbon to the Front piece
using a longer straight stitch very
close to the edge of the ribbon.
You could also use a zigzag stitch
or other decorative stitch.

1

Center and fuse one layer of
woven fusible interfacing to the
wrong side of each of the Front
and Back pieces. Then, center and
A    A A! $
also to the wrong side of each of
the Front and Back pieces over the
interfacing. If you're having trouble
getting the fusible to stick well, use
lots of steam and press for 5@%*
seconds in each spot. Set these
aside for now.

2

On the wrong side of one of your
lining pieces, draw a rectangle with
a marking pen set 5/8" down from
the top, 3/8" high, and set in 5/8" in
from each side. Draw a line down
the center of this rectangle to 1/2"
from each side, and then draw
diagonal lines to each corner from
the center line.
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3

4

5

J

Place the marked lining piece right
sides together with the Back piece.
Stitch around the marked rectangle
on the line with a very short stitch
 5    %  % 99
(about 15 stitches per inch).

6

Make sure that the metal zipper
stops (at the top and bottom of
the zipper) are not close to the
rectangular hole so that you don't
accidentally hit them with your
needle when sewing on the zipper.
Open or close your zipper a bit if
you need to shift the stops out of
the way.

Cut on the center line and the
diagonal corner lines. Cut all the
way into the corners, but be very
careful not to cut through the lines
of stitching.

Fold and push the lining through
  K9
   $ 
it so that the lining and the Back
pieces are now wrong sides
together, with all edges aligned.
Fiddle with and press the seam at
  5     $
and even and barely shows the
lining from the right side of the
Back piece.

6    ;   5 < Q 
right side up on a table, with the
zipper closed and the zipper pull
towards the side you prefer (I
suggest to the left if you are right
handed, and vice versa). Place the
step 5 panel lining side down
on top of the zipper and center
the zipper top to bottom in the
rectangular hole. Place the zipper
pull at the very edge of the hole.

7

Secure the zipper in place. I highly
recommend using washable school
5  X  Z 0 K 
secure the zipper to the badge
holder Back, but you can also use
strips of masking tape or painter's
tape to keep the zipper in place.

8

Topstitch around the edge of
the rectangle with a long stitch
length close to the edge. Remove
the masking tape if you used it.
Trim the zipper to just under 1/4"
from the topstitching. If you're
concerned about fraying, coat the
raw edges of the zipper with
Fray-check or nail polish.

Add the vinyl windows

3

In this section you will be scoring
and pressing vinyl with a hot iron to
soften and bond the turned edge.
The process is simple, but might
take a couple of tries to get it right. I
recommend practicing on small pieces
of scrap vinyl before attempting to
iron your actual pieces. At all times
when working near vinyl, avoid
touching the vinyl directly with your
iron or it will melt instantly.

Place another small piece of copy
paper on top of the fold, lining
up the edge of the paper with
the raw edge of the fold. In one
smooth motion, iron along the fold
of the vinyl on the cotton setting
while counting 1-2-3, where each
number is about one second. Do
not touch your iron directly to the
vinyl, only to the paper.

4

Remove the top paper and see if
your vinyl fold is sealed together. If
it is, push it gently with something
$     9]   !!! 
and improve the seal. If it is not
stuck together, try again. If the
vinyl is totally melted, you pressed
for too long and will need to start
again. If you're having trouble, try
using a cooler iron.

5

Once successful, let your vinyl
 
 $    5
board. The smooth side is the
“right” side, and the side where
you can feel the fold of the vinyl is
the “wrong” side.

6

For the front window: Layer one
of your vinyl pieces right side up
(a large window if making a long
holder, or a small window if making
a short holder) on your Front piece
(which is also facing right side
up), lining up the bottom edges.
Machine baste the vinyl in place
around the three outer edges with
a 1/8" seam.

If your vinyl is wrinkled or slightly
      [  ! $ ;% 
<
between sheets of copy paper to
   >  Don't over-iron or
the vinyl will melt.
For the short badge holder, make
two small windows. For the long
holder, make one large and two small
windows.

1

On each of your pieces of vinyl,
score a line 1/4" down from the
top (long edge for small windows,
short edge for large windows)
with a ruler and something sharp
but that won't cut, such as a Hera
marker or the back of a paring
knife. Be careful to only mark a
line and not cut the vinyl.
Hera Marker



2

Place the vinyl on your ironing
board on top of a piece of copy
paper. Fold the vinyl down using
the scored line as the fold line.
Finger press as well as possible.
|7

7

For the Back window(s):
Short badge holder: Repeat step 5
with the Back piece and your other
vinyl window.

a

Lining, folded out
of the way

Long badge holder: You'll be
adding two small windows as
follows:

Place the strip attached to the
vinyl right side down on the
backing piece. Align the fold
 A 9   !  9 
4" from the bottom edge of the
backing piece. Stitch across on
the crease.

6  %    A ! >5
fabric right sides together with
one of the windows and stitch
it to the bottom edge.
Vinyl, right side up

4"
  
right side down

b Fold the fabric strip back
around the edge of the vinyl
   5   5 
press a crease at the bottom
edge of the vinyl.

c

J

On the Back component, fold
the lining up past the zipper
and pin it out of the way.

d Fold the top raw edge of the
fabric strip down so that the
raw edge meets the stitching
 A 9    5 
press.

e

Fold the vinyl window back
up against the backing piece.
Topstitch across the top of the
backing strip with a long stitch
length through the backing
strip, vinyl, and backing, but not
the lining.

Sewing your strap
You have a choice of making a double
neck strap, which is sewn directly to
the badge holder, or a lanyard, which
has a swivel hook that clips onto a
D-ring sewn to the badge holder.
Directions for both are in this section.

Double neck strap
Make a neck strap from a single
'  ' 
A A! ^

1

Fold your neck strap in half
lengthwise and press.

2

Open. Fold both long edges to the
center crease and press.

3

Fold lengthwise along the center
again and press.

4

Topstitch close to the long edge
down both long edges of the strap
and set the strap aside for now.

f Remove the pin holding the
lining out of the way and
9        $
against the backing again.

g

Repeat step 5 with the other
small pocket, lining it up with
the bottom edge of the badge
holder backing. Baste both
upper and lower pockets to the
backing with a 1/8" seam.

Lanyard + D-ring
Make a removable lanyard instead of a
double strap:

1

Decide if you'll make your lanyard
with the same fabric on both sides,
or a different fabric on each side.
One fabric: Use a piece of fabric
21/2  '

J

Two different fabrics: Use two
pieces of fabric 15/8  ' 6
the pieces right sides together and
sew them together along only one
of the long seams. Press the seam
open.

5

Nest one end of the strap inside
the other end, adding one half
twist to the loop and overlapping
the two ends by about 1/2". Place
the end that has the raw edge
folded over from step 2 on the
outside. Pin or clip in place.

2

One or two fabrics: Fold one of
the short edges of the fabric up 1/4"
and press.

6

_  9 !     
two strap ends together as shown
below.

3

One fabric: Fold and press the
strip as described in the Double
neck strap section earlier: fold
in half lengthwise and press.
Open, and fold the long edges
to the center crease. Fold in half
lengthwise along the center crease
again. Don't topstitch yet.

7

Topstitch along both long edges of
the strap loop with a longer stitch
length. Slide the swivel hook out of
the way as you sew.

8

Slide the swivel hook to the
opposite end of the strap from
the seam. Put the lanyard around
your neck so you can see how it
wants to lie. Layer one side of the
strap overtop of the other so it will
 $   [ 
> 5 
at the bottom. Pin the two straps
together. Remove it from your
neck and stitch a straight seam
across the two straps about 1/2"
from the fold.

Two fabrics: Fold the long raw
edges to meet the raw edge of the
inside seam and press. Fold in half
lengthwise again along the seam.

4

The instructions for one or two
fabrics are the same from this step
forward. Slide the swivel hook
onto the strap.

%* J

9

Make the D-ring strap with the
small piece of your backing fabric
(11/2  <       [ 
1
/4" and press. Then fold your long
edges over 1/4" and press.

10

11

Fold the whole strip in half
lengthwise so that you have a
    %  3/4". Topstitch
close to the edge of both long
edges with a long stitch length.

Finishing with binding
You'll bind your badge holder with
a single-fold binding. A single-fold
binding is a little easier to apply to a
small piece and it is much less bulky.
x        !5
! 9      A  
handstitch through vinyl.

1

Layer your Front, Front Lining, and
Back pieces together as illustrated
below, and machine baste all the
way around the outside with an
1
/8" seam. If one of the layers is
sticking out past the other layers
more than a tiny bit, trim the layers
so they're even.
Backing, right side down +
Back lining, right side up
Front lining, right side down

Slide a D-ring onto the strip
and fold it in half. Offset the
two ends of the strip by 1/4" to
  !> A  `  5
with binding, as shown below, or
>  
5    A  `
 5      5 
Pin the ends together. Set this
aside for now.

Front, right side up

2

Trim your 11/4" wide binding to the
    9   A  
badge holder plus 1/4" long. Place
the short ends of your binding
right sides together and stitch
them together with a matching
thread and short stitch length
;% 99  !  %+ 
 
inch). Be careful not to form a
twist in your binding loop.

3

Attach your binding loop to the
back of your badge holder with a
1
/4" seam, mitering the corners:

Finishing your
badge holder
=        
badge holder. I prefer the binding
version, but I've included a pillowcase
 A  `   9A ! 
your binding skills.

| 11

a

c

Line up the seam of the binding
with the lower left edge of the
badge holder and start sewing
your binding on with a 1/4" seam
a couple of inches after the
seam. You'll sew the seam in
the binding right at the end in
case you need to adjust the
length of the binding.
Stop stitching 1/4 A 9  
corner. Lift your presser foot,
pivot your badge holder, and
stitch diagonally into the corner
and off the edge. Cut your
threads and remove the badge
holder from the machine.

Fold the binding back down,
making a vertical crease that
lines up with the side raw edge.
Line up your binding with the
  5 A  !5
 
and start sewing off the edge in
the corner.

d Repeat for the other edges
and corners until the binding is
completely attached.

b Fold the binding away the edge
that you just sewed, making
a crease at a 45 degree angle
with the fabric. This crease is
made easier by the 45 degree
angle stitches you did when
you sewed off the edge. Press
      5   
iron.

12 |

4

Press the binding out all the way
  5    5 
in the sections that are covering
the vinyl window. Be very careful
not to melt the vinyl windows on
either side. Flip the badge holder
over.

5

Optional: Fold the raw edge over
to meet the raw edge of the badge
holder as much as possible and
press (you won't quite be able to
do this in the corners).

6

Wrap the binding around the raw
edge of the badge holder, folding
   5 A   >    
and clip it in place. Make sure that
the folded edge of the binding
     5   
is securing it to the Back.

7

Miter the corners: As you work
      A  
  5    9 ! > 
fold the current edge up and over.
Fiddle with the folds a bit until you
get a nice, neat miter in the corner.

8

Thread your machine with a
    ;{ *  5  
         *  *
weight) that very closely matches
your binding in the spool, and
closely matches the backing fabric
in the bobbin.
Topstitch the binding down with a
long stitch length very close to the
5 A  !5 Z [  [ 
slowly and make sure that your
stitching is straight and even. You
might consider even just turning
the handwheel on the machine
to keep it very slow. You only get
one chance to do the topstitching
through the vinyl, so be very
careful.

Complete the topstitching around
all four sides.

Second
First

| 13

9

Make the elastic pen loop:

a

Fold the 21/2" length of elastic
in half, matching short ends.
Stitch the short ends together
by going back and forth over
the ends a few times. Flip the
elastic loop so that the raw
ends are on the inside of the
loop.

=  $    5 
press the seam, and stitch the
strap to the binding at the very
top edge and the middle of the
binding.





b On the backing, line up the
seam of the elastic loop with
the inner edge of the binding,
just below the zipper. Place it
on the right side if you're right
handed, and vice versa. Stitch
the loop in place at the inner
and outer edge of the binding.

10

14 |

Double neck strap: Making sure
that the strap is not twisted,
pin the strap to the Back of the
badge holder so that the raw
ends are facing upwards but not
 5   !5 } 
the strap 3/8" in from the side
edges. Stitch it in place right at
the bottom of the binding edge
5           
matches the binding very closely.

Lanyard: Align the bottom edge
D-ring strap with the bottom
edge of the top binding and
stitch it a few times using a
thread color that very closely
matches the binding.



1
2

3

 

4

Open your Back zipper.
Fold the 2" piece of elastic in half,
and line up the raw edges with
the raw edge of the Front, about
1" down from the top, on the left
if you are right handed, and vice
versa. Baste with a few stitches.

Baste your strap or D-ring in place.
Strap: Line up the raw edges of
the strap with the top raw edges
of the Front. Inset the strap ends
3
/8" from the sides and baste. Tuck
the strap into the window, keeping
it away from the sides and bottom.

Lanyard/D-ring: Center the D-ring
strip at the top of the badge
holder, raw edges matching. Baste.

Layer your pieces in the order as
illustrated below: Backing with
zipper (right side up), then Front
(right side down), then Front Lining
(right side up).
Backing with zipper, right side up
Front, right side down
Front lining, right side up

5

Stitch all the way around through
all layers with a 1/4" seam. Turn
the badge holder right side out
through the zipper opening.
Carefully push out the corners and
edges with something pointy but
not sharp. Take special care not to
rip the vinyl while turning.

6

Topstitch all the way around the
Front piece, holding the strap or
~K5  A   Z [ 
slowly and carefully as you can't
re-do the topstitching in the
vinyl area. I might even suggest
just using the handwheel of your
9   
  

That's it! Enjoy your hard work!
| 15

ID Badge holder

a little crispy

_

Designed and sewn by Kristin Lawson.
    *% { X5  X  [ 
 !5
    9      5    

_       9 5       > }      `
create your own unique badge holder. You'll choose from:
 one of four decorative fronts (plain, embroidered, decorative ribbon, or
mini star blocks),
 a short or long badge holder,
  9        !  
  !5       
Check out my latest patterns and other info at alittlecrispy.com, or follow
what I'm up to on Instagram @CrispyKristin. For questions or comments,
please contact me at kristin@alittlecrispy.com.
= 999 !5 Q  1/4   '1/4" high for the short option and
41/4   1/4" high for the long option. A standard badge (Quilt Market, for
9 <  '7/8   ' 5  {   !5      5 

Materials
    5   K   Q 
 Less than 1/4 yard of clear vinyl. I prefer
about 12 gauge or higher/thicker.
 Fine threads that match your front,
backing, binding, and strap fabric(s).
 A 3/4" swivel hook and 3/4" D-ring if you
choose the lanyard-style strap.

Fabric
You will need small pieces (less than 1/4 yard
each) of a variety of fabrics, woven fusible
 A 5 ;  6   _  K 
_%*%<  A! $
; 
6   +A<
{K%%
 5  *% !    A    {
rights reserved. No part of this pattern may be copied or
shared in any form without prior written consent from
Kristin Lawson.
7
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