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Getting started
Welcome to the start of a Mystery Quilt-along! 

This quilt finishes at 80" x 80". If you want, you can make 
your version smaller (71" x 71") by leaving off the outer 
borders, or make it larger by adding more border(s). A 6" or 
8" border will turn it into a nice queen size. 

This quilt is a bit more on the traditional side, but can 
definitely look modern-ish depending on your fabric choices. 
If you are looking for lots of improv, wonkiness, asymmetry, 
etc., this might not be the challenge for you. 

Some months there will be more work than others. I 
alternate easier months with harder ones, so if you are 
falling behind, there will be time to catch up.  

This quilt is purposely on the easier side so that everyone 
can participate. If you are looking for more of a challenge, try 
changing the blocks to add detail and complexity. 

This pattern assumes that you have basic quilting knowledge. 
It does not provide directions for basic quilting techniques 
such as rotary cutting, sewing an accurate 1⁄4" seam, pressing, 
basting, quilting, or binding.

Check out my latest patterns and other info at  
alittlecrispy.com. For questions or comments, please contact 
me at kristin@alittlecrispy.com.

Materials
For this quilt, you will only need standard quilting supplies 
such as a sewing machine, thread, iron, rotary cutter and 
rulers, fabric marking pen, etc. 

Fabric quantities
You will need about 4 yards of colorful prints, and about 5 to 
6 yards of background. I have designed this quilt to use bits 
and pieces and scraps, so raid your stash and find 4 yards of 
fabrics that look good together. 

Your background also does not have to be all one color or 
print—you could choose a theme for the background, like 
"light neutrals", and that should work just fine. If you want to 
increase the final size quite a bit, I would get another yard or 
so of prints and another 2-3 yards of background.

Your yardage might vary, especially if you are using scraps, 
fussy cuts, or directional fabrics. 

Fabric selection
The prints do not need to all contrast well with each other 
(though they can), but they should all contrast well with the 
background. For example, if you choose a white background, 
prints that are very light or that also have a white 
background are probably not the best choice. A good bet is a 
background fabric that is a solid or a very non-busy print. 

However, in months where there are multiple accent colors, 
it works best if there are pairs that do contrast well with 
each other. Also, try to vary the print size. If you use only 
large-scale prints for this pattern, the block designs might 
not show up very well. 

A few more notes before starting:
 � Measurements include ¼" seam allowances, and all 

seams are ¼" unless otherwise noted.

 � As we go along, save your scraps and bits and pieces of 
fabric. They might come in handy later in the mystery.

 � Arrows in assembly diagrams indicate my preferred 
pressing direction to reduce bulk or match seams later 
on. You might prefer to press open or to the darker 
side. It will all work just fine.

 � WOF means "width of fabric". Strips cut WOF are  
perpendicular to the selvage edge and will consistently 
be about 42" long.

 � The cutting directions are given with each individual 
block later in this pattern. The quilt is designed to be 
scrappy, at least to the point that each month's blocks 
can use different fabrics. So choose random fabrics 
each month and see how it all comes out!

 � Some months use templates for cutting. Make sure 
that the template size is accurate by measuring the 1" 
square printed on it.

 � You can decide if you want to reinforce the template. 
If you are doing just a few blocks, it might not be 
necessary, but I would recommend it for larger batches 
of blocks.

Reinforce your template by gluing it to or tracing it 
onto freezer paper, posterboard, thin cardboard (like a 
cereal box), or template plastic.

Mystery quilt #1
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Block size: 91⁄2" unfinished. 

Number of blocks: 4 + 4 mirror 
images (8 total).

Cutting
For 8 blocks, you will need:

Background fabric (Bg):

 � (32) 31/2"squares (3 WOF strips)
 � (32) 2" squares (2 WOF strips)

Accent 1 (A1): (block center)

 � (8) 31/2" squares (1 WOF strip)

Accent 2 (A2): (large pinwheel blades)

 � (32) 31/2" squares (3 WOF strips)

Accent 3 (A3): (small pinwheel blades)

 � (32) 2" squares (2 WOF strips)

If you want the secondary pinwheel detail to show, make 
sure that your A2 and A3 fabrics contrast well.

Sewing
To make this block:

1  Place one 2" Bg square on a 31/2" A2 square 
as shown below left, right sides together. Sew 
diagonally across the Bg square, corner to corner. 
To make sure that you sew a straight line, you can 
either pre-mark the diagonal with a marking pen or 
use this masking tape trick: http://bit.ly/1zx46lu.

Trim off the extra triangle about 1/4" away from the 
seam, and press. 

2  Repeat step 1 with a 2" A3 square in the opposite 
corner.  Make 32 of these components.

3  Arrange the rest of the pieces the same as a nine 
patch, with A1 in the center, and Bg in the four 
corners. Sew together in rows. Press.

4  Sew your rows together to finish one regular 
pinwheel. Press. Make three more of these for a 
total of four.

5  Repeat steps 3–4 and assemble four more 
pinwheels in the same way, but spinning the 
opposite direction. Do this by rotating the 
components from step 2 one quarter turn in step 3.

Block 1
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Block size: 41⁄2" unfinished

Number of blocks: 12 normal, 
and 12 reversed, for 24 total.

Cutting
Cut out the included templates on the solid lines. You 
can reinforce your template pieces as described in the 
introduction if you'd like.

For 24 blocks, you will need:

Background fabric: cut (8) 21/2" x WOF strips.

Accent: cut (4) 21/2" x WOF strips.

Sewing
To make this block:

1  Sew together strip sets that have two background 
strips on the outside and one accent strip in the 
center. Press. You should have four strip sets as in 
the illustration below. 

2  Cut the "normal" blocks either using the provided 
template or a 41/2" ruler: line the bottom right corner 
of it with the bottom of the accent strip, and line up 
the top left corner with the top of the accent strip as 
shown in the illustration below. Cut around all sides 
to make one block.

Bg

Bg

A1

3  Slide your template or ruler along your strip and, 
matching the previous angle and instructions, cut 
out 12 squares total. You will need to use two strip 
sets, and you will have a little bit of the second strip 
set left over.

Bg

Bg

A1

4  From the other two strip sets, cut out 12 squares 
that are the mirror image of the first ones using the 
"reverse" template or your ruler angled the other 
direction. Keep sliding the ruler down the strip 
set, matching angles and cutting until you have 12 
reversed blocks.

Block 2
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Background

Background
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Mystery quilt #1 Block 9

Mystery quilt #1 Block 9 Reverse

a little crispy Mystery Quilt #1 Block 2 templates
4” finished block
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Block size: 91⁄2" unfinished

Number of blocks: 4

Challenge: If you are looking 
for more of a challenge, replace 
this block with any other 91⁄2" 
unfinished block you like. It will 

look best if the block has accent fabric taking up about 
half the block diagonally and background fabric taking up 
the other half. I had originally mocked up this quilt with 
New York Beauty blocks in this spot.

My cutting measurements below are a little generous to 
make sure the blocks wind up the correct size.

Cutting
For 4 blocks, you will need:

Background fabric:

 � (2) 101/2"squares

 � (2) 41/2"squares

Accent 1 (A1, longer strip):

 � (4) 25/8" x 141/2" strips (about 2 WOF strips)

Accent 2 (A2, shorter strip):

 � (4) 25/8" x 101/2" strips (about 1 WOF strip)

Sewing
To make this block:

1  Start off by cutting your two large and two small 
background squares in half diagonally. Then, line up 
each block as shown below, from top to bottom: half 
of large square, A1, A2, and half of small square.

2  To make sure your pieces are exactly centered, fold 
them in half and press a little crease. Then all you 
have to do is line up the creases. Sew the pieces 
together and press.

3  After your block is sewn, trim the block to 91/2", 
making sure to keep the diagonal line in the center 
of the block.

4  Repeat steps 1–3 three more times to make a total 
of four blocks.

Block 3



© Kristin Lawson. All Rights Reserved. | 7

Block size: 91⁄2" unfinished

Number of blocks: 4

Cutting: 
For 4 blocks, you will need:

Background fabric (Bg): Cut one 51/4" x WOF strip and 
one 41/2" x WOF strip. Cross cut into:

 � (4) 51/4"squares
 � (8) 41/2"squares
 � (4) 31/2"squares

Accent 1 (A1, lighter in illustration): Cut two  
41/2" x WOF strips. Cross cut into:

 � (8) 41/2" squares (all the same or all different)
 � (8) 41/4" squares (all the same or all different)

Accent 2 (A2, darker in illustration):

 � (4) 51/4" squares (all the same or all different)

Make sure that your A1 and A2 fabrics contrast well with 
each other so that the pattern of the block stands out.

Sewing
To make this block:

1  Mark a diagonal line on the back of each A1 and A2 
square. Set the 41/4" A1 squares aside for now. 

Match up pairs of the 51/4" Bg and A2 squares and 
pairs of the 41/2" Bg and A1 squares, right sides 
together. Sew a seam 1/4" on the either side of the 
marked line for each pair.

2  Cut each pair apart on the marked line and press. 
This gives you two half square triangles (HSTs).

3  Trim only the smaller HSTs (Bg + A1) to 31/2" square. 
Make sure that you use a ruler that has a diagonal 
line, and line up the diagonal line with the diagonal 
of the block. Set these aside for now.

4  Place your 41/4" A1 squares that you set aside in  
step 1 on the larger HSTs from step 2 (Bg + A2), 
right sides together, making sure that the diagonal 
line you drew is perpendicular to the diagonal of the 
HST. It doesn't matter if they are not really the same 
size. Just match up the corner as illustrated below 
and sew a seam 1/4" away from the line on either side.

5  Cut down the middle to make two 3-piece HST 
(3HST) components. Press.

Block 4
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6  Trim your 3HSTs to 31/2". Do this by first lining up 
the diagonal of your ruler to the diagonal that goes 
all the way across the block. Then, line up the very 
center of the block (circled below) to the 13/4" line in 
each direction and trim the top and side. 

Turn your block around and trim to 31/2", again lining 
up the diagonal with the diagonal of the ruler and 
the center of the block with the 13/4" lines.

1¾"

1¾"

7  This method of making these 3HST components 
makes mirror image components. You will use four 
identical 3HSTs for each block, either all one type or 
the other. You will get two blocks spinning one way, 
and two the other way.

To assemble the block, line up your components like 
in the picture below and sew it like a 9-patch, first 
into rows. Press.

8  Then sew the rows together. Press.

9  Repeat steps 7–8 three more times to make four 
blocks total.

Block 4, continued
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Block size: 81⁄2" unfinished

Number of blocks: 4

I have you cut the strips a little 
generously because I found 
they tended to come out a tiny 
bit small.

Cutting
For 4 blocks, you will need:

Background fabric (Bg):

 � (4) 51/2"squares

 � (8) 31/2"squares

Accent 1 (A1) (lighter in illustration): 

 � (4) 31/2" x 9" rectangles (one WOF strip)

Accent 2 (A2, darker in illustration): 

 � (4) 31/2" x 6" rectangles (one WOF strip)

Sewing
To make this block:

1  Start off by drawing a diagonal line on the back of 
each 31/2" background square. Place one of these 
squares on each A1 rectangle as illustrated below, 
right sides together. 

Sew across the marked line, and trim the extra fabric 
1/4" from the seam.

2  Press, and trim the strip to 81/2" long.

3  Layer one 31/2" background square on each of the A2 
strip, right sides together, also noting carefully the 
orientation of the diagonal in the illustration below. 
Sew on the diagonal line. Trim off the extra corners 
1/4" from the seam. 

4  Press, and trim the strip to 51/2" long.

5  Sew the A2 strip to the 51/2" background square, 
noting carefully the orientation of the diagonal. 
Press.

6  Sew the A1 strip to the previous piece, again noting 
carefully the orientation of the diagonal. Press.

7  Repeat steps 1–6 three more times to make four 
blocks total.

Block 5
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Block size: 81⁄2" unfinished

Number of blocks: 4

Cutting
For 4 blocks, you will need:

Background fabric: (16) 41/2"squares (two WOF strips)

Accent 1 (A1): (4) 41/2" x 81/2" rectangles (one WOF strip)

Accent 2 (A2): (4) 41/2" x 81/2" rectangles (one WOF strip)

Sewing
To make this block:

1  Start off by drawing a diagonal line on the back of 
each 41/2" background square.

Layer one square on each of the A1 rectangles, 
right sides together, noting carefully the orientation 
of the diagonal in the picture below. Sew on the 
diagonal line, and trim off the extra triangle about 
1/4" from the seam.

2  Press.

3  Place a second 41/2" background square on each 
A1 rectangle, right sides together, again noting 
carefully the orientation in the illustration below. 
Sew across the diagonal. Trim off the extra triangle 
1/4" from the seam.

4  Press.

5  Repeat steps 1–4 with the A2 rectangle, noting that 
the orientation of the diagonals is the opposite as in 
the A1 rectangle.

6  This gives you two halves of the block, as shown 
below. You can either sew them together like this 
now, or wait and see until you are assembling the 
quilt.

7  Repeat steps 1–6 three more times to make four 
blocks total.

Block 6
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Block size: 61⁄2" unfinished

Number of blocks: 4

If this month's blocks are too 
challenging, you can instead do 
four 61⁄2" (unfinished) pinwheel 
blocks.

There are two different ways of making these blocks—
using templates or paper piecing them. Since nothing 
really has to line up, the template method is probably 
a little easier, faster, and less wasteful, and is what I 
describe below. If you want to try or prefer paper piecing, 
I also created paper piecing foundations.  

Cutting
Cut out the included templates on the solid lines. You 
can reinforce your template pieces as described in the 
introduction if you'd like.

Cut 16 pieces per template total (four pieces for each 
template per block). I would suggest that you cut strips 
from your fabrics first, as follows:

Background fabric:

 � (1) 31/2"x WOF strip for template piece A

 � (1) 31/2"x WOF strip for template piece B

Accent:

 � (1) 3" x WOF strip for template piece C

On your cutting mat, stack no more than two layers of 
fabric at a time (both layers right sides up), place the 
template on the appropriate fabric right side up and cut 
around each side. Make extra sure that your templates 
are right side up for every cut. You can rotate (don't flip!) 
the template back and forth, matching up the angle so 
you don't waste much fabric as illustrated below. Mark 
the dots on the edge of the pieces within the seam 
allowances.

A

Cut from
background

B

Cut from
background

C

Cut from
accent

Sewing
To make this block:

1  Take one B piece and one C piece and place them 
right sides together as shown below. The two edges 
that need to be lined up each have one dot on the 
template. Sew along the matched edge. Press.

2  Take your A piece and place it right sides together 
with the BC piece as shown below. These edges 
have two dots on the template. Sew along the 
matched edge. Press. Repeat steps 1–2 to make 16 
of these components.

3  Continue by sewing four components together to 
make a whirligig shape. Be careful that all the blades 
are facing the correct direction. Press.

4  Repeat steps 1–3 three more times to make four 
blocks total.

Block 7
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a little crispy Mystery Quilt #1 block #7—Templates

A
B

A

B

A
B

A

B

C

C

C

C

A
B

C

1 inch

Cut from
background

Cut from
accent

Cut from
background

6” finished block, each quarter is 3.5” unfinished

Mystery quilt #1 
block 7

Mystery quilt #1 
block 7

Mystery quilt 
#1 block 7
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A1

A2

A3

B1

B2

B3

C1

C2

C3

D1

D2

D3

1 inch

a little crispy Mystery Quilt #1 block #7
Paper piecing foundations

6” finished block, each quarter is 3.5” unfinished
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Block size: 41⁄2" unfinished

Number of blocks: 4

If this month's blocks are too 
difficult, you can instead do four 
41⁄2" (unfinished) half square 
triangle blocks.

Cutting
Cut out your templates carefully on the solid lines. 
You can reinforce the templates as described in the 
introduction if you'd like.

On your cutting mat, stack no more than two layers 
of fabric at a time and cut out the fabric using a rotary 
cutter and the templates. If you have a smaller size rotary 
cutter (28mm) you might find it helpful to cut the tight 
curves, but it isn't necessary. You might find that you can 
cut all of your pieces from scraps you made previously. 
You need four A's cut from Accent fabric and four B's cut 
from background fabric.

Sewing
To make this block:

The method I describe below is called "glue basting". If 
you aren't already familiar with this technique, there is 
a lot more info on it in many places on the internet right 
now, but the idea is that you use Elmer's white washable 
school glue (no other kind!) plus your iron to fix a seam 
together before you sew it. I have a special extra fine tip 
on my glue bottle which can be found in various places, 
like at Jo-Ann's or other craft stores. Glue basting keeps 
the seam in place while you sew and washes right out of 
the finished quilt. No pins!

However, if you prefer, you can easily sew this block the 
traditional way using pins.

1  Fold your accent piece in half right sides together, 
and your background piece in half wrong sides 
together as shown below. Press a small crease to 
mark the center points of the curves.

2  Line up the center marks of one accent and one 
background piece, with the pieces right sides 
together. Add a tiny dot of glue right on that crease.

Make sure that the edges of the two pieces are 
parallel, and set the glue with your dry iron.

3  Now that the center is secure, add a fine bead of 
glue to one side of the accent piece within the seam 
allowance as shown below. Line up the corners of 
the accent and background pieces, making sure 
that the outside edges are parallel, and set the very 
corner with the tip of your iron. Fiddle with the 
fabric between the two set points to get them to 
line up, and set this edge with your iron. If you make 
a mistake, just pull the two pieces apart and start 
again. Repeat for the other half of the curved seam.

4  Very slowly and carefully, sew along the curved 
seam with the accent piece on top. I cannot over-
emphasize slow. Take your time and readjust the 
layers of fabric every few stitches to make sure that 
you don't sew in a pucker. It will look something 
like this when you are done. Press to the side. You 
should not need to clip the seam.

5  Repeat steps 1–4 three more times to make a total 
of four blocks.

Block 8
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A

Bg

a little crispy Mystery Quilt #1 Block 8 templates

Mystery Quilt #1 Block 8

Mystery Quilt #1 Block 8

1 inch

4” finished block

Cut from
background

Cut from
accent
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Block size: 41⁄2" unfinished

Number of blocks: 40 Half-
square triangles (HSTs)

I suggest below using five 
different accent fabrics, but 

you can use as many or as few as you'd like. My cutting 
measurements below are a little generous to make sure 
the final blocks are the correct size.

Cutting
For 40 blocks, you will need:

Background fabric: (5) 101/2"squares

Accent: (5) 101/2" squares (all the same or all different)

Sewing
To make this block:

1  Mark two diagonal lines on the back of each 
background or accent square, whichever shows up 
better.  Match up pairs of background and accent 
squares, right sides together. Sew a seam 1/4" away 
from either side of both lines. Your square might get 
a bit puckery and wavy and that's ok.

2  Line up a ruler and cut each pair in half vertically. 
The outer edge of the square will be at the 51/4" line 
on your ruler. Without moving the block, cut the 
block in half horizontally, again lining up the edge of 
the block with the 51/4" line.

3  Cut the blocks diagonally on both lines that you 
marked earlier to give you 8 HSTs.

4  This is optional, but I found this helped when 
pressing: trim off the corners where there is extra 
stitching so that the seam is easy to open. Press.

5  Trim your blocks, first by straightening the edges 
and corner where the "rabbit ears" are already 
clipped off. Make sure that you use a ruler that has 
a diagonal line, and line up the diagonal line with the 
diagonal of the block. Then, turn your block around 
and trim to exactly 41/2", again making sure that the 
diagonal lines match up.

Block 9



© Kristin Lawson. All Rights Reserved. | 17

Block size: 61⁄2" unfinished

Number of blocks: 16 normal, 
and 16 reverse, for a total of 32

Cutting
There are two different ways to make this block: strip 
pieced or paper pieced. I am going to show you how to do 
the strip pieced version, but if you prefer to paper piece, 
I have also included foundations for you. If you have still 
never tried paper piecing, this would be an excellent one 
to try because it uses strips, so it is very easy.

If you are not paper piecing, you will still need to use 
the paper foundations (but just one regular, and one 
reversed) to make templates for cutting out your blocks. 
Reinforce the template by gluing it to thin cardboard (like 
a cereal box) or template plastic.

So, I've been telling you to save your scraps. This month 
you can use them! 

For 32 blocks, you will need:

Background fabric:

 � 2" x WOF strips, or scraps pieced together to make 
approximately 42" strips

Accent:

 � 2" wide chunks cobbled together from bits and 
pieces into approximately 42" strips

You'll notice I'm not telling you how many strips to cut. 
That is because the number you will need is going to 
depend on how you make them. I'm assuming at this point 
you're going to cobble together some strips from scraps 
and bits and pieces, so it's going to vary. Try to make fairly 
long strips, though, so you waste less fabric.

You will be sewing together strip sets, and for each strip 
set you will need 3 background strips and 2 accent strips.

Sewing
To make this block:

1  Sew together strip sets that have two accent strips 
sandwiched between three background strips as 
shown in the photo below. Press.

2  Take one of your templates and line up the black 
(sewing) lines with your seam lines as shown 
below. Unless your seam allowance is perfect it 
will probably be a hair off, and that's ok, just get it 
as close as you can. Ignore the numbers and the 
"trimming lines" as those are for use if you are paper 
piecing.

1

2

2

3

3

Mystery Quilt Block #10

Sewing line

Trimming line

3  Cut around all four sides of the template, being 
careful it doesn't shift or slip. Note that unlike 
month 2, the seams are not going right into the 
corners.

4  Slide your ruler along your strip and, matching the 
previous angle and instructions, cut out 16 squares 
total.

1

2

2

3

3

Mystery Quilt Block #10

Sewing line

Trimming line

5  Cut 16 of the reverse blocks the same way, using 
the reverse template.

Block 10
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1

2

2

3

3

Mystery Quilt #1 Block 10

1 inch

Sewing line

Trimming line

a little crispy Mystery Quilt #1 Block 10 
template/foundation

6” finished block
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1

2

2

3

3

Mystery Quilt #1 Block 10

1 inch

Sewing line

Trimming line

Reverse block

a little crispy Mystery Quilt #1 Block 10 
reverse template/foundation

6” finished block


