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Getting started
This pattern assumes that you have basic quilting 
knowledge. It does not provide directions for basic quilting 
techniques such as rotary cutting, sewing an accurate 1⁄4" 
seam, pressing, or topstitching.

With such small pieces in this project, it is crucial that you 
sew an accurate seam allowance. If you aren’t sure how 
accurate yours is, check the internet for a seam allowance 
test before you continue.

Check out my latest patterns and other info at  
alittlecrispy.com. For questions or comments, please 
contact me at kristin@alittlecrispy.com.

Materials
In addition to standard quilting supplies such as a sewing 
machine, thread, iron, rotary cutter and rulers, etc., you will 
also need:

 � Pre-shrunk low-loft batting (follow the 
manufacturer's directions for pre-shrinking). I used 
Warm & Natural, but any thin batting will do. You 
could also use fusible fleece.

 � Fabric marking pen

 � Lightweight fusible interfacing (woven or not)

 � (Optional) Spray starch

 � (Optional, but highly recommended) Omnigrid 
21/2" square ruler. This makes cutting small pieces 
and trimming up the blocks much easier. This ruler 
has clear 1/8" and 1/16" markings, which means more 
accurate cutting.

Fabric
You will need a variety of 100% cotton quilting fabrics, 
42 inches wide, as listed in the table below.

Try to choose a background fabric that is a solid or a very 
non-busy print that stands out well from your contrast 
fabric. Also, if you use large-scale  prints for this pattern, 
the designs might not show up very well. 

Please note that the fabric requirements below are 
calculated and do not have much of a “fudge factor” built in; 
I recommend purchasing slightly more than listed to allow 
for mistakes and crooked cuts.

Your yardage might also vary, depending on which block 
patterns you choose, and especially if you are using scraps, 
fussy cuts, or directional fabrics. 

One stocking Two stockings Four stockings Six stockings
Number of blocks (approximate) 20 40 80 120

Background fabric (white) Less than 1/4 yard 3/8 yard 3/4 yard 1 yard

Contrast fabric (colorful prints) Scraps, totalling 
about 1/8-1/4 yard*

Scraps, totalling 
about 1/4-3/8 yard*

Scraps, totalling 
about 1/2-3/4 yard*

Scraps, totalling  
about 3/4-1 yard*

Cuff + loop** Scraps: 7" x 121/2" 
and 2" x 4"

1 fat quarter***  
or 1/4 yard

1/2 yard 1/2 yard

Lightweight fusible interfacing

20” wide

Scraps: 7" x 121/2" 
and 2" x 4"

1/2 yard 3/4 yard 1 yard

Backing** 10" x 15" 1 fat quarter, or 
1/3 yard

1/2 yard 1 yard

Lining** 1 fat quarter, or  
1/3 yard

1/2 yard 1 yard 11/2 yards

Batting 10" x 30" or 
15" x 17"

10" x 60" or 
15" x 34"

15" x 68" 30" x 50"

* This will depend on which stocking pattern you choose. If you are purchasing fabric instead of using your stash, go with the larger number. 
** If you are using directional fabrics, you will need significantly more than listed here. I would add about 50-100% more to the figures in this table. 
*** A fat quarter is a rectangular piece of fabric, usually measuring about 18 x 21 inches.
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Prepping & cutting
Measurements include ¼" seam allowances, and all seams are ¼" 
unless otherwise noted.

Printing your template
Print out the stocking template at the end of this pattern, 
making sure not to scale it any smaller or larger. You can 
check that the size is accurate with the 1" square printed 
on the stocking. You will need one copy of the template 
that spans two pages. Cut on the outer solid line on 
each page, and tape the template together, lining up the 
dashed lines.

On the template, I included one set of inner dashed lines 
for a slightly smaller stocking in case your blocks turn out 
a little small. If that happens, you can then choose to trim 
your templates down slightly rather than sewing more 
blocks if you prefer.

Reinforcing your template
At this point, you can decide if you want to reinforce the 
template. If you are doing just a few stockings, it might 
not be necessary, but I would recommend it for larger 
batches of stockings so that your template holds up to all 
the cutting.

You reinforce a template by gluing it to or tracing it onto 
freezer paper, posterboard or thin cardboard (like a 
cereal box), or template plastic. 

Freezer paper has a shiny coating on one side that lightly 
sticks to fabric when it is ironed with a warm iron. This 
is nice because then it won’t shift around. The freezer 
paper peels off your fabric leaving no residue, and you 
can re-use it several times before it loses its stickiness. 
You can make it thicker by layering two or more sheets of 
freezer paper, all shiny side down, and then ironing them 
together. They stick to each other permanently.

Using your template
When you go to cut your fabric, you can use the templates 
one of three ways. One way is to trace around the 
template with a thin pencil or marker onto your fabric and 
then cut out your pieces just inside the lines. Another way 
is to place your template, then layer an acrylic ruler on 
top of it to cut against. The third way is to cut around your 
template directly with a rotary cutter and mat. 

If you choose the direct method, be extra careful that the 
template does not slip while you are cutting. You can limit 
slippage by using a light swipe of a washable or fabric glue 
stick to secure the template to the fabric. Also be careful 
not to shave off pieces of the template.

Starching
These stockings are pieced using very small pieces. It is 
a little more challenging to piece the small blocks than 
larger ones, and when you press your seams they will 
distort slightly more. I think this is fine, and because all of 
the seams are slightly off all over the stocking it is not that 
noticeable. 

However, if you prefer more even seams, try starching 
your fabric before cutting it into pieces. I use the big 
blue bottle of concentrated starch found in the laundry 
detergent aisle and thin it to about 1:1 with water in 
a spray bottle. After you spray your fabric, flip it over 
before ironing to reduce the starch buildup on your iron.

Cutting
The cutting directions for the stocking fronts are given 
with each individual block later in this pattern.

For each stocking, cut:

 � Outside back: one stocking shape reversed 
(template facing down)

 � Lining: two more stocking shapes (one reversed) 

 � Batting: two stocking shapes 

 � Cuff: one piece 7" x 121/2" from fabric and one from 
fusible interfacing

 � Loop: one piece 2" x 4" from fabric and one from 
fusible interfacing

A note on the stocking patterns: If you plan to make 
more than five stockings and want no duplicates, or 
if you just want something different, you can create 
your own patterns. One idea is to try making the 
component half square triangles for the Chevron 
stocking and then playing with the layout—half 
square triangles can be rearranged into many 
different patterns. 

You could also mix and match blocks from the 
different patterns (since they are all the same 
size) or even add in some mini charm squares (2.5" 
squares) to alternate with the pieced blocks if you 
are feeling short on time. Have fun with it!

A note on accuracy: For each block pattern that you 
make, sew one block and carefully check to make 
sure your block is 21/2" unfinished. 

If your block is a tiny bit bigger, it doesn’t matter. 
However, if it is smaller, you will have problems 
when it comes time to cut out the stocking shape. 
Adjust your seam allowance to be a little smaller or 
move your needle position to the right until your 
blocks come out at 21/2".
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Block size: 21⁄2" unfinished.  You will need approximately 
20 blocks to make one stocking front.

Cutting
The cutting amounts below are for each 21⁄2" (unfinished) 
block. The total number you will need is in parentheses at 
the end of each line.

If you are making a lot of the same color, it will be easier 
to first cut strips and then cross-cut this into rectangles 
or squares.

From contrast fabric, cut:

 � Two 11/2"squares (40)

 � Two 1" squares (40)

From background fabric, cut:

 � Two 11/2" squares (40)

Sewing
To make the Bowtie block:

1  Place one 1" contrast square right sides together 
with a 11/2" background square as shown below  
Step 2.

2  Stitch across the contrast square, from corner to 
corner. Trim off the excess, about 1/4" away from the 
seam, and press your seam open. Make two of these 
for each Bowtie block.

3  Arrange two components from Step 2 and two 
contrast 11/2" squares into a Bowtie block as shown 
below. Sew the four components together and press 
the seams open.

4  Measure your block and make sure that it is 2.5" 
square before you make the remaining blocks.

If you prefer a slightly easier, less scrappy version, 
you can combine a Snowball block with a plain 
contrast 21/2" square instead. To make a Snowball 
block, cut a 21/2" background square and layer a 1" 
contrast square on each of the four corners. Stitch 
across and trim the extra corner off as in Step 2.

Bowties
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Block size: 21⁄2" unfinished.  You will need approximately 
20 blocks to make one stocking front.

The method of making half square triangles that 
I describe here results in bias edges being on the 
outside of the block. If you are careful not to stretch 
anything, you should be okay. However, starching 
your fabric before cutting will help limit stretching.

Cutting
The cutting amounts below are for each 21⁄2" (unfinished) 
block. The total number you will need is in parentheses at 
the end of each line.

If you are making a lot of the same color, it will be easier 
to first cut strips and then cross-cut this into rectangles 
or squares.

From contrast fabric, cut:

 � One 23/4" square (20)

From background fabric, cut:

 � One 23/4" square (20)

Sewing
To make the Chevron block:

1  Match up pairs of white and patterned fabrics, right 
sides together. Sew all the way around the four 
edges. You can either stop and pivot 1/4" from the 
edge, or just sew right off the edges.

2  Place a ruler and cut the sewn squares in half twice 
across each diagonal to create four half-square 
triangles (HSTs) from each pair.

3  Press each HST open, and then carefully trim each 
one to 11/2" square. Make sure that when you trim 
that the diagonal stays in the center.

4  Arrange all of your HSTs and sew them together in 
groups of four to make 2.5" unfinished squares. Or, 
if you prefer you can just sew the HSTs together into 
rows.

Chevron
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Block size: 21⁄2" unfinished. You will need approximately 
20 blocks to make one stocking front.

Cutting
The cutting amounts below are for each 21⁄2" (unfinished) 
block. The total number you will need is in parentheses at 
the end of each line.

If you are making a lot of the same color, it will be easier 
to first cut strips and then cross-cut this into rectangles 
or squares.

Some of the measurements below are “scant” 
measurements. This means you need to cut a tiny 
bit smaller (less than 1/16") than indicated. 

From contrast fabric, cut: 

 � Center strip: one scant 1¼" x 33⁄4" strip (20)

 � Side strips: two scant 7⁄8" x 23⁄8" strips (40)

From background fabric, cut:

 � Side strips: two scant 7⁄8" x 31⁄8" strips (40)

 � Corners: one 15⁄8" square, cut in half diagonally (20)

Arrange the fabrics in the order shown in the illustration 
below Step 1. 

Sewing
To make the Diamond Strings block:

1  Sew one background side strip to the contrast 
center strip, making sure it is centered lengthwise. 
Press your seam open and repeat on the other side.

2  Sew the one contrast side strip onto one of the  
background side strips, again making sure that it 
is centered lengthwise, and press your seam open. 
Repeat on the other side.

3  Sew one background corner onto one of the  
contrast side strips and press your seam open. 
Repeat on the other side.

4  Position your 21⁄2" ruler as shown in the illustration 
below. Make sure that the middle contrast strip is 
centered (just by eye), and trim your block to 21⁄2".

Diamond strings
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Block size: 21⁄2" unfinished.  You will need approximately 
20 blocks to make one stocking front.

Cutting
The cutting amounts below are for each 21⁄2" (unfinished) 
block. The total number you will need is in parentheses at 
the end of each line. 

If you are making a lot of the same color, it will be easier 
to first cut strips and then cross-cut this into rectangles 
or squares.

From contrast fabric, cut:

 � Two strips 115/16" long x 1" wide (40)

 � One 21/8" square, cut in half diagonally (20)

From background fabric, cut:

 � One strip 115/16" long x 1" wide (20)

 � One 21/8" square, cut in half diagonally (20)

Sewing
To make the Keyhole block:

1  Sew the two contrast strips to either side of the 
background strip and press your seams open. 
Trim to 115/16" wide if necessary by taking an equal 
amount off each of the contrast strips.

2  At the top edge of the strip set, center one of the 
contrast triangles and sew it on. Press your seam 
towards the triangle and repeat on the other side.

3  On the side of the strip set, center one of the 
background triangles and sew it on. Press your seam 
towards the triangle and repeat on the opposite 
side.

4  Check to make sure that your block is at least 
21/2" and then trim off the “rabbit ears” and any 
extra. When you trim,  make sure that the block is 
centered under the ruler.

Keyhole
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Block size: 21⁄2" unfinished.  You will need approximately 
20 blocks to make one stocking front.

Cutting
The cutting amounts below are for each 21⁄2" (unfinished) 
block. The total number you will need is in parentheses at 
the end of each line.

If you are making a lot of the same color, it will be easier 
to first cut a 11/2" strip and then cross-cut this into 21/8" 
rectangles.

From contrast fabric, cut:

 � Two 11/2" x 21/8"  rectangles (40)

From background fabric, cut:

 � Two 11/2" x 21/8"  rectangles (40)

Mark your rectangles with a small tic mark 13/16" from the 
right on the top edge and 13/16" from the left on the bottom 
edge as shown below. 

Line up your ruler with these marks and cut. Cut all of the 
remaining squares this way.

Sewing
To make the Whirligig block:

1  Take one background piece and one contrast piece 
and place them right sides together, aligned along 
the slanted edge. Line them up so that there is a 
“notch” at the top and bottom that is 1/4" away from 
the slanted edge. If you aren’t quite sure where that 
is, you can mark the first few segments on the back 
(shown as a red dashed line in the illustration below)

2  Sew the seam from notch to notch and press your 
seam open. The block might be slightly wider than 
11⁄2", and if so, trim an equal amount off of the left 
and right sides.

3  Take four of these components, and arrange them 
in a whirligig shape. Sew the four components 
together and press the seams open.

Whirligig
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Making the stocking 
fronts
Finished block size is 2" for all of the block patterns.

For each stocking front, you will be making approximately:

 � 18 whole blocks

 � 4 half blocks (half blocks are made by making a 
whole block and then slicing it in half, diagonally)

The direction of the diagonal does make a 
difference, so wait to slice them until you are 
assembling your stocking front.

 � One piece of any scrap fabric, approximately 3" x 7", 
for the top of the stocking front that will be hidden 
under the cuff

The specific directions for each block were given earlier 
in this pattern. Depending on your seam allowance 
accuracy, you might need more or fewer blocks than 
listed.

Make the pieced front of the stockings as follows:

1  Sew all of your blocks as described in the pattern 
pages  and then arrange them using the layout to the 
right. 

2  Determine the orientation that the half blocks need 
to have and cut two whole blocks in half diagonally.

3  Sew your blocks together into rows, and then sew 
the rows together. Check as you go to make sure 
that the template is completely covered. If it isn’t, 
either add more blocks or plain fabric or trim down 
the template a little bit all the way around at the end. 

4  Add the 3" x 7" piece of fabric to the top of the array 
of blocks as shown in the illustration to the right.

5  Cut out the stocking shape from your array of 
blocks.

Block layout for stocking front

Putting the stocking 
together
Once you have your stocking front completed, do the 
following to finish up your stocking:

1  If you are using fusible fleece, fuse it to the wrong 
side of the stocking front and back. Make a sandwich 
of stocking shapes—in this order: batting, outside 
back (right side up), outside front (right side down), 
batting. Sew around the entire edge (except the top 
opening) with a 1/4" seam. Clip or notch the curved 
seams and turn the stocking right sides out.
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2  Place your two lining pieces right sides together and 
sew around the entire edge (except the top opening) 
with a 3/8" seam.

3  Tuck the lining (that still has right sides facing) into 
the outer part of the stocking. Push all along the 
seam to make sure that it is nested neatly inside. 
Topstitch all of the layers together around the top 
edge opening, a little less than 1/4" from the top as 
shown in the illustration below.

4  Iron the fusible interfacing to the wrong sides of the 
cuff and loop pieces.

5  If you want, decorate the cuff with a name or other 
embellishment using fabric paint or embroidery 
before sewing it. If you make a mistake, it is much 
easier to start over at this point.

6  Fold the loop in half lengthwise as shown below and 
press. Open it up again and fold both long edges to 
the center. Press again. Fold in half lengthwise again, 
press, and topstitch down each edge.

7  Fold the loop in half widthwise, lining up the raw 
edges. Place the loop inside the stocking lining at 
the back seam. Line up the raw edges of the loop 
with the raw edges of the stocking (loop end facing 
down into the stocking). Then, stitch over the ends 
a few times a little less than 1/4" from the top edge to 
secure it.

8  Fold the cuff in half widthwise, right sides together,  
and sew the short ends together with a 1/4" seam 
as shown in the illustration below Step 9. Press the 
seam open. 

9  Open the top edges of the cuff and fold them down 
to the bottom edges, wrong sides together, so that 
the raw edges meet and the cuff forms a tube. Make 
sure that the seam is lying nice and flat and press 
the fold.

10 Tuck the cuff into the stocking, lining up the raw 
edges of the cuff with the raw edge at the top of 
the stocking. Also line up the side seam of the 
cuff with the side seam of the stocking (where 
the loop is). Sew around the edge with a 1/4" 
seam.

11 Pull the cuff to the outside, flip it back over the 
stocking, and you’re done!
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